SEBASTIAN-----SECCEL

x>rt. The belief in the future return of
Dom Sebastian lingered long in Portugal,
inally taking the form of a myth, and giv-
ng rise to a considerable literature of poems
aid romances.

Sebastian, SAN.   See San Sebastian.

Sebastian, ST., Christian martyr, was
Dorn at Narbonne, and under Diocletian
svas captain of the praetorian guard at Rome.
He rose to high favour at court, but declar-
ing himself a Christian, and refusing to ab-
jure, he was tied to a tree and pierced with
arrows. A Christian woman named Irene,
who came by night to inter his body, find-
ing signs of fife in him, took him home, and
nursed him till he recovered. He then pre-
sented himself before Diocletian, and remon-
strated with him on his cruelty; whereupon
the emperor ordered him to be beaten to
death with rods (January 20, 288), and his
body to be thrown into the cloaca. His pro-
tection was invoked against pestilence, and
his martyrdom has been a favourite subject
with painters.

Sebastiano del Piombo.   See Piombo.

Sebas'topol, a Russian town and naval
station on the Black Sea, in the south-west
of the Crimea. The town lies chiefly on
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the south side of a large and deep inlet of
the Black Sea running east for a distance
of nearly 4 miles, with an average width
of | mile narrowing to 930 yards between
the promontories at its mouth, and a depth
of from 6 to 10 fathoms. There are also
smaller inlets from the main harbour pene-
trating southward at the town itself. Sebas-
topol has grown up since 1780, when it was
a mere Tartar village. On the outbreak
of the Crimean "War, when the population
amounted to 43,000, it became the point
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against which the operations of the allies
were mainly directed, and its sie^e forms
one of the most remarkable episodes in
modern history. (Beei'rhicfmWar.} The
town, then utterly destroyed, lias been re-
constructed, and though the tnatv of Paris
stipulated that no arsenal should exist on
the Black Sea, and that the town should
not again be fortified, these restrictions
were abrogated in 1871, and the fortifica-
tions bid fair to exceed the former strength.
Railway communication with Moscow has
greatly improved the trade. There are
many new important public buildings, and
the monuments and relics of the siege are
interesting. Pop. 35,648, largely military.

Seben'ieo, a town in Austria, Dalmatia,
on a creek of the Adriatic, near the mouth
of the Kerka, between Zara and Spalato. It
is the seat of a bishop, and its Italian Gothic
cathedral, of the 15th and 16tl centuries, is
considered the finest church in Dalmatia.
It has an excellent harbour, and is the en-
trepot of a considerable trade. Pop. 6S58.

Sebes'ten, the Cordia myara.and latifolia,
Asiatic trees of the borage order. The
fruit is edible, and was formerly employed
in European medicine, but now only by the
practitioners of the East. It is mucilagi-
nous and somewhat astringent

Secale, the genus which contains rye.

Secamo'ne, a genus of plants, natural
order Asclepiadacese, found in the warm
parts of India, Africa, and Australia. The
species form erect or climbing smoothshrubs,
and some of them secrete an acrid principle
which makes them useful hi medicine. The
roots of S. emctica are employed as a sub-
stitute for ipecacuanha.                         ^

Sd'cant, in trigonometry,                   ?

a straight line drawn from
the centre of a circle, which,
cutting the circumference,
proceeds till it meets with a.
tangent to the same circle;
as the line AC B in the figure,
which is a secant to the arc
cr>. In the higher geome-
try it signifies the straight
line which cuts a curve in two or more
points.

Secchi (sekTie"), ANGELO, Italian astro-
nomer, was born at Reggio in. Lombardy,
June 29,1818; entered the order of Jesuits
in 1833, and in 1849 was appointed direc-
tor of the observatory of the Collegio Ro-
mano at Rome, a post which ie held till
his death, Feb. 26, 1878. Father Secchi

